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ing crucifixes beneath the bodies of women at the moment of copula-
tion or tossing them into urinals; lords of the manor having pregnant
slave girls burned alive in the plantation ovens, the unborn offspring
crackling in the heat of the flames.

There were also-this was in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies-certain dandies, shabby versions of Mr. Pepys, who had the
habit of methodically collecting in notebooks bits of spicy gossip
and who were known as "gatherers of facts." Manuel Querino men-
tions them in connection with Bahia; Arrojado Lisboa, in a conversa-
tion that I had with him, told me of some of them having to do with
Minas;49 and in Pernambuco, in the old rural region, I have met with
traces of them. Some of these "gatherers of facts'* anticipated the
authors of the pasquinades by collecting shameful incidents that, at
the opportune moment, might serve to cast a blot upon respectable
names or escutcheons. As a rule they exploited cases where the pos-
session of white and noble blood was assumed, by digging up some
remote female ancestor who had been a slave or a "mna" some uncle
who had served a prison sentence, some grandfather who had fled
the Inquisition. The moral and sexual irregularities of ancestors were
all duly chronicled, including those of the ladies.

There are other documents that are of assistance to the student of
the intimate history of the Brazilian family: inventories, such as
those that the former President of Brazil, Washington Luis, caused
to be published in Sao Paulo; letters of allotment; wills; court cor-

401 had the good fortune to come     mation of the family in those regions
upon these notebooks in the course     of Brazil where there was the greatest
of a recent journey to Minas. Some     scarcity of white women. Thus, Ja-
were found in Caete, others in Belo     cintha de Siqueira, "the celebrated
Horizonte, in the hands of a private     African woman who at the end of
individual who kindly permitted me     the seventeenth or beginning of the
to read them. They represent the     eighteenth century came with various
patient and, everything would indi-     bandeirantes from Bahia," and "to
cate, the scrupulous labors, not of a     whom is due the credit for the dis-
mere talebearer, but of an old munici-     covery of gold in the Quatro Vintens
pal-archivist who died years ago: Luis     ravine and the founding of the settle-
Pinto. Pinto spent his life rummaging     ment at Villa Nova do Principe in
among the archives, the legal docu-     1714,*'is seen to be identified with the
merits, marriage and birth records,     matriarchal trunk, so to speak, of a
wills, etc., in the genealogical collec-     whole group of illustrious families in
tions of some of the most important     our country. "The fathers of all the
Minas families. By means of these     sons of Jacintha de Siqueira," adds
data I had the pleasure of verifying    the genealogist, "were rich and im*
some of the generalizations that I had     portant individuals, and many of them
ventured to set forth in the first edi-     were prominent in the government,
tion of this work regarding the for-     . . ."Among others there was a major-
general.